CONIFA 2017 EURO CUP : DETAILS
ANNOUNCED
Following the CONIFA Annual General Meeting held in
Geneva, details were revealed for the upcoming 2017
CONIFA European Football Cup.
The tournament is due to be held in Northern Cyprus
during the dates of the 4th – 11th June. It will be an
eight team tournament with familiar sides returning to
compete in the second installment of CONIFA’S European
competition.
2017 CONIFA European Football Cup Participants
The teams to compete at the 2017 CONIFA European
Football Cup will be: hosts Northern Cyprus, Abkhazia,
County of Nice, Ellan Vannin, Karpatalya, Padania,
Sapmi, Székely Land.
There is strong pedigree in this lineup with Northern
Cyprus previously winning the 2006 FIFI Wild Cup and
2006 ELF Cup (ran in opposition to the NF-Board
organised VIVA world cup that year). Both County of
Nice and just last year Abkhazia have won the CONIFA
Football World Cup, whilst Sápmi and, on multiple
occasions, Padania have won the VIVA World Cup.
Padania are also reigning European champions following
their victory in 2015 edition. Ellan Vannin finish 3rd
in that same competition, which was host by Székely
Land, who will be both returning for this edition along
with a debuting Karpatalya (Hungarians in Ukraine)
creating a very competitive lineup of teams, which is
sure to produce an exciting, open tournament. Speaking
on the official announcement of the tournament lineup,
General Secretary Per-Anders Blind said,

“The 2017 European Football Cup will bring
together some of our best teams for what
promises to be an exciting week of
competition,…The CONIFA family is looking
forward to our visit in June!”

The exact details are yet to be confirmed, the venues
for these matches are likely to mirror those used
during the 2006 ELF cup with the Atatürk Stadium in
North Nicosia being the premier stadium in the region
with a capacity of up to 28,000. Also likely venues are
the 20 Temmuz Stadium, Dr. Fazıl Küçük Stadium in
Famagusta, home of the 15/16 league champions Mağusa
Türk Gücü S.K and Zafer Stadium in Morphou
(Güzelyurt/Omorfo). Speaking on hosting the tournament,
Northern Cyprus KTFF representative Orcun Kamali
said,

Ataturk Stadium

“Northern Cyprus has a proud football history.
We have a strong semi-professional league on
the island, and our national team finished
third in the last CONIFA tournament. The
decision to host the 2017 European Football
Cup was an easy one.”
Western Arminia Team Withdraw
A notable absentee will be the side from Western
Armenia who recorded a record 12-0 versus the Chagos
Islands in the 2016 World Football Cup en route to 6th
place finish. According to Asbarez, ConIFA VicePresident Dimitri Pagava, Western Armenia would not
compete due to a lack of guarantees in relation to
their security during any potential participation.
There are historical tensions between Armenia and
Turkey in relation the area of Western Armenia, located
in modern day Western Turkey. With issues around the
ethnic Turkish majority in Northern Cyprus following
the fallout of a 1974 Turkish invasion of the island of
Cyprus, Western Armenia chose not to be involved in
this tournament citing the aforementioned security
concerns.
Skåneland Join CONIFA
Also announced at the General Meeting was the
introduction of the newest member to CONIFA, Skåneland,
a region in southern Sweden. It previously played one
game whilst a member of the NF-Board, a 0-0 draw
against Southern Schleswig. Hopes for Skåneland’s
admission seem to be not separate by any means but
rather for regional recognition, particularly for the
Scanian dialect with calls to see it accepted as a
minority language rather than a dialect.
More details will follow as CONIFA makes official
announcements announcements from their General Meeting,
but for now the details for the 2017 European Football
Cup make 2017 an exciting year for the Non-FIFA
Football community.

THE OTHER FINAL – FOOTBALL FILM
REVIEW
For those looking to see a side of them game, that
despite lacking the media coverage, has all the passion
of any world fixture, Bhutan v Montserrat featured in
this 2002 documentary is a great insight to this corner
of the game. (See video below)
In 2001, filmmaker Johan Kramer experienced the
extremely rare and surprising occurrence of his
Netherlands national team failing to qualify for the
upcoming World Cup. Without his team to support during
the finals tournament, thoughts turned to football away
from this global sporting and commercial phenomenon,
inspired to see the opposite side of the game at
international level.
In a moment of optimistic inspiration, Kramer looked
for the two lowest ranked international sides, and
devised a plan to stage “The Other Final” where away
from the glamour of the greatest teams playing in the
World Cup final in Japan, bottom ranked Montserrat and
Bhutan would stage their own ‘final’ on the same day,
not for much prestige or financial reward, but simply
for the passion and love for the game.
The linchpin of this documentary is the dynamic of the
contrasting cultures of the relatively tranquil,
Buddhist, isolated Himalayan nation of Bhutan and their
rather more exuberant Caribbean guests. Though at the
outset, we are shown that the populations of both
countries know not much to very little about each
other’s country as both teams share their own culture
and perspectives with each-other. Though the Montserrat
teams most notable contribution in this regard is being
able to deliver a rendition of calypso classic and
their soccer anthem “Hot, Hot, Hot’ at a moments
notice!
However despite the good intentions of both sides, we
are shown the difficulties of game organisation at this
level. Referee’s can become unavailable at a moments
notice, though potentially more disastrously,
Montserrat coach Paul Morris resigned midway through
the project, being frustrated by interference from the
Montserrat FA, particularly around the issue of player
selection.
From the players perspective, their is a focus on
Bhutan star player Wangay Dorji at that time was plying
his trade in India. He shows that his ambition is not
limited by Bhutan’s place in the football world,
dreaming of playing for the likes of Manchester United.
However whilst keeping himself ground he remains
determined to take his career as far as he possibly
can.
We also here stories of more disastrous non-footballing
events that had to be overcome. Between 1995 to 1999
Montserrat suffered a series of catastrophic volcanic
eruption, destroying the existing capital city,
including the national stadium, leaving much of the
country as a no-go area. We see how the Montserrat
population deals with the changes in the aftermath of

this disaster. We also see how Bhutan adjusts to it own
changing country. Traditionally a very insulated
country, the introduction of television in 1999 allowed
people to see a wider world, including the wider
football world. Here we see Bhutan Coach Arie Schans
watching World Cup fixtures to spot some tactical
learning for his own team, a situation that could not
have existed a mere few years earlier.
Despite the challenges to overcome, the fixture goes
ahead as planned on the same day as the World Cup
final. On a somewhat blemished pitch, a high
intensity game ensues, with Bhutan running out 4-0
winners, though as the cliché goes “Football was the
winner on the day”. Despite taking a short time to
savor this special occasion, thoughts quickly turn to
watching the ‘real’ World Cup final between Brazil and
Germany almost 5000 kilometers away.
The documentary closes with a montage of the ups and
down set to “Heros” by David Bowie, apt as the chorus
line of “We can be heros, just for one day” fits the
narrative of this story perfectly, showing that
football is a sport that has a wide enough scope that
passion, commitment and success can be seen from the
biggest giants of the game, to the lowest ranked sides
in the world, all of which was on display in this
wonderful documentary.
As a football related film, this is a must watch for
any football fan. It is perfect for those who want to
looked into the football landscape away from the top
names in the world, whilst also adding perspective to
those who enjoy the top tier of the game, helping to
appreciate it’s qualities even more. If you have not
seen this documentary, do so as soon as you can!
The Other Final – Documentary

CORINTHIANS FIFA CLUB WORLD CUP 2012
: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
The last non-European winners of the FIFA Club World
Cup were Corinthians of Brazil and despite the best
efforts of Kashima Antlers against Real Madrid in the
2016 edition, they remain the only non European winners
of the previous decade which begs the question, where
are those players now?
After receiving a bye to the Semi-Finals of the 2012
edition, Corinthians beat Egypt’s Al Ahly 1-0 in a
closely contest semi-final, with a 30th minute Paolo
Guerrero goal being the difference maker. In the final
they met Chelsea who had a relatively more comfortable
contest in a 3-1 victory against Monterrey. In the
final Guerrero was again to be the difference maker,
reaching hero status among the Corinthians faithful and
stunning Chelsea to claim their second Club World Cup
title. Here we look at the people involved in that

historic result.
2012 Club World Cup Final Highlights
Corinthians Team:
Coach –
Adenor Leonardo Bacchi “Tite”
Tite was appointed head coach of the Brazil national
team in June 2016 following a decorated career in club
management in Brazil. Success would come in two spells
for Tite, winning the Copa Sudamericana in 2008 with
Internacional, making a brief stop in the U.A.E before
taking charge of Corinthians, bringing success to the
club. Following failure to repeat the success in 2013,
Tite took a year away from the game to focus on
tactical study, before returning to Corinthians in
2015, once again winning the league title, before
taking the Brazil national team job in 2016.
Paolo Guerrero (CF)
Goal scoring hero of Corinthians success, Guerrero had
much top level European experience, being a youth
product of Bayern Munich and being part of the first
team squad for 2 years, followed by a six year stint
with Hamburg scoring 37 goals in 134 appearances. He
moved to Corinthians in 2012 with Club World Cup
success added by a Recopa-Sul Americana win the
following year. After failed contract negotiations,
Guerrero moved to Flamengo in the Summer of 2015 where
he continues to play, along with appearances for the
Peruvian national team for whom since debut in 2004, he
has 28 goals in 78 appearances.
Paulinho (CM)
Possibly the biggest star to emerge from the victorious
side, Paulinho currently plays in China for Guangzhou
Evergrande following a €15 million transfer from
Tottenham Hotspur in the Summer of 2015. Following
early European experience with FC Vilnius and ŁKS Łódź,
a return to Brazil re-ignited Paulinho’s career. Moving
to Corinthians in 2010, his accomplished play and
success on the global stage attracted the attention of
the Brazilian national side, and also Tottenham Hotspur
who signed him for a fee of €20 million. Despite
occasional fine performances, he failed to establish
himself as a first team regular and in 2015 moved to
China. However his international career was highlighted
by winning the Bronze Ball award at the 2013
Confederations Cup behind Neymar and Andrés Iniesta, as
Brazil went on to win on home soil.

Paulinho With Brazil

Danilo (AM)
Often described as one of the greatest Brazilians to
never appear for the National side, Danilo was a
relative veteran at 33 for Corinthians success. His
technical exploits earned him the nickname ‘ZiDanilo’
due to comparisons with the style of play of Zinedine
Zidane. Beginning his career at Goiás, he move to play
for Sao Paolo with tremendous success, winning the
league, Libertadores and Club World Cup trophies with
the side. From there he earned a move to Japan with
Kashima Antlers, winning three consecutive J-League
titles before moving back to Brazil with Corintians
were he still plays today.
Jorge Henrique (LW)
A player noted for his impressive dibbling and ball
control skills, though often a frustrating player also.
This caused a succession of loan moves early in his
career before a move to Botafogo in 2007 gave him a
platform to display his talents, with his fine form
resulting in a move to Corinthians in 2009. However
with moves to Internacional in 2013 and Vasco de Gama
in 2015, the now 34 year old is showing signs of
slowing, though still remains a dynamic threat on the
ball.
Emerson (RW)
Now at the end of his career, Emerson has had a
remarkably well traveled career with stops in Japan,
U.A.E, France and Qatar for whom he was nationalized
has has three caps to his name. He has been successful
in his travels being player of the year in Japan in
2003, top scorer in 2004 and also player of the year in
Qatar in 2006, along with cup success in Japan and the
U.A.E. However he had a remarkable run of success in
Brazil with three consecutive league titles with three
different clubs, Flamengo (2009), Fluminese (2010) and
Corinthians in 2011 capped with Club World Cup success
in 2012. Making a brief switch to Botofogo in 2014, he
returned to Corinthians in 2015 before finally
switching back to Flamengo.
Ralf (CM)
Ralf is another player from this list currently plying
his trade in China, on the books at Beijing Guoan.
Moving between smaller Brazilian clubs early in his
career a move to Barueri, and helping them to their
first season in Serie A caught the attention of
Corinthians, signing him in 2010 for a 5 year stint at
the club. His success with Corinthians (including being
in the league team of the year in 2011) allowed him to
earn 8 caps for Brazil under Manolo Menezes. Following
another league success with Corinthians in 2015, Ralf
decided to make the switch and play his football in
China for the foreseeable future.
Fábio Santos (LB)
Though being a Sao Paolo player from 2003-2008, his
early career was dotted with many loan moves including
to Japan with Kashima Antlers (2006) and to Europe with
Monaco in 2008. Finally earning more regular football
with Grêmio following a 2009 move, he was picked up by
Corinthians in 2011 as cover for Roberto Carlos.
However with his subsequent move to Russia, Fábio
Santos became a key first team player playing 116 times
for Corinthians between 2011-2015. Despite a promising
move to Mexico with Cruz Azul in 2015, a lack of game
time in his second season there saw him return to
Brazil with current club Atlético Mineiro. Another to
benefit from Corinthians success, Fábio Santos earned
three Brazil caps in 2012, whilst after a four year
gap, recent good form has seen him recalled to the

national team for the world cup qualifier against Peru
in November 2016 under his former Corinthians coach
“Tite”.
Paulo André (CB)

Paulo Andre
(2012)

Currently on loan at Atlético Paranaense from Cruzeiro,
Paulo André was yet another to make a move to China
following success with Corinthians in 2014, moving to
Shanghai Shenhua. However he had precious experience
abroad, moving from Atlético Paranaense to French side
Le Mans in 2006. However he spent the last of these
years on loan with Corinthians, impressing to earn a
permanent move back to Brazil to enjoy first team
football. He was included in the league’s 2011 team of
the year, alongside club-mate Paulinho, Neymar and
Ronaldinho. Following a relatively unsuccessful time in
China, he is now back playing in Brazil.
Chicão(CB)
A player who was with Corinthians throughout their
return to glory, he signed in 2008, helping them return
to the Brazilian top flight. A move to Flamengo added a
second Brazilian Cup to his trophy collection.
Following a brief move to the Indian Super League with
the Dehli Dynamos in 2015, Chicão decided to retire
from the game, feeling that he was no longer physically
able to play at the required level. However he harbors
hopes of returning to Corinthians, perhaps in a
coaching role with the club where he had his greatest
success.
Alessandro (RB) (c)
Veteran of the 2012 winning team, Alessandro began his
career with Flamengo, winning a Brazilian Cup in 2001.
He attracted the attention of clubs in Europe,
including Dynamo Kiev who signed him in 2003 for an ill
fated move. Struggling to adapt and break into the
first team, her returned to Brazil for loan spells with
Cruzeiro and Grêmio. Finally being transferred to
Santos in 2007, he then switched to Corinthians where
he would stay until the end of his career in 2013.
Cássio (GK)
Goalkeeper in the final, Cássio had moved to Europe as
a twenty-two year old in 2007 to sign for PSV
Eindhoven, though would only play mostly in the
reserve, save for three first team appearances. He
moved to Corinthians in 2012 and proved pivotal in
their Club World Cup success, being named player of the
tournament ahead of Chelsea player and compatriot David
Luiz. He has remained at Corinthians, adding a 2015
league title to the success of 2012/2013.
Though the success of this side was a landmark
achievement for Brazilian, South American and generally
non-European football, fears grow for the gulf between

teams in intercontinental competition as this gap in
quality seems to. the efforts of Kashima Antlers give
teams around the world hope moving into the future,
whilst all can point to the success of the 2012
Corinthians side as proof of what can be achieved, as
their legacy lives on for all to follow.

BURKINA FASO FOOTBALL – 2013 &
BEYOND : THROWBACK TUESDAY
The 2013 Africa cup of nations was a competition full
of the predictable and surprises in equal measures.
Egypt, champions in 2006, 2008 and 2010, failed to
qualify once again, losing to the Central African
Republic in qualifiers. Cote d’Ivoire with the star
lineup featuring Didier Drogba and the Touré brothers
continued to flatter to deceive, for the time being at
least. While Nigeria represented the heavyweights well
in their strong showing en route to the final, this was
a tournament where outsiders captured the imagination
of the viewing public.
The small island nation of Cape Verde shocked by coming
undefeated through their group, advancing with South
Africa, but ahead of Angola and former champions in
Morocco. Though their run was to be ended in the next
round, another outsider, Burkina Faso, was to advance
much further. Burkina Faso impressed by topping their
Group C table, undefeated, advancing ahead of Nigeria
in top spot, whilst also eliminating defending
champions Zambia in the process.

Mbombela Stadium (ZA)
A battle of the outsiders ensued in the quarter finals
as Togo and Emmanuel Adebayor provided the opposition
for Burkina Faso. On a difficult, heavily sanded pitch,
the tight game went to extra time where it was decided
after 115 minutes from a corner set-piece as Jonathan
Pitroipa’s header ricocheted down off the crossbar just
over the line to provide the decisive goal in the
contest. Speaking after the game, The BBC reported
Burkina Faso’s coach Paul Put’s joy and optimism at the
result. –

“It’s a dream come true. We were just happy to
get to the last eight – that’s a result for
Burkina Faso… “But I told my players we have a
chance to go even further and qualify for the

semis and I’m so happy they did it.”
The dream semi-final tie was reached as Burkina Faso
met Ghana, still riding the wave of their excellent
showing in the 2010 World Cup, though looking to return
to the final in Johannesburg to avenge their Soccer
City elimination from Uruguay at that tournament.
Burkina Faso though, had no thoughts of letting their
dream run end just yet…
In a tight game many, such as the BBC questioned some
dubious refereeing decisions from official Slim Jedidi.
Burkina Faso had to overcome a controversially awarded
Ghana penalty, whilst being denied several appeals of
their own. They also had a goal disallowed from
Nakoulma and hero from the quarter-final Pitroipa
controversially sent off. Once again on tricky sandy
pitch conditions, Ghana struggled to get their fluid
passing game going, whilst Burkina Faso, having become
accustomed to the pitch in their previous games were
always in contention.

However, as both sides ran down the clock through extra
tie, penalties were needed. In a tense shootout, the
Burkinabe were best able to hold their nerve with
Daouda Diakité making the crucial to send Burkina Faso
to the final and fans into delirium! Burkina Faso
captain Charles Kabore was happy to let the
controversial incidents of the game and embrace the joy
of his teams success.

The referee is human, all humans make
mistakes, but he happened to make too many
tonight.”… “But we’re not going to dwell on
that. We’ve qualified.”

The dream of victory however would not be realized as
earlier group rivals Nigeria came back to defeat them
1-0 in the final, with the Burkina Faso players
starting to show fatigue from back to back 120+ minute
games. Despite the defeat, this tournament was Burkina
Faso’s finest moment and with key players such as
player of the tournament Jonathan Pitroipa and captain
Charles Kaboré still in their prime, the side still
retains quality.
Though the remaining qualifying fixtures are not due to
be played until a 2 month period from August 2017, they
will be fixture to be marked in the calendar and not to
be missed Burkina Faso look to create a little more
footballing history for the team from West Africa.

VIDEO REFEREEING – TRIALS AND
TRIBULATIONS
History has been made this week in the annual FIFA
World Club Cup championship with video referee trials
featuring alongside Real Madrid’s success in overcoming
Kashima Antlers after extra time to claim the second
world title in the competition.
Speaking in 2008, as reported by CBC, after initial
test of a video refereeing system, FIFA’s ex President
Sepp Blatter came out strongly against using such a
system, stating “Let it be as it is and let’s leave
(soccer) with errors”. However, his controversial
departure seems to have opened the door to potential
future uses of such systems. They have been trialled on
occasion, firstly with France hosting Italy in a
friendly in Paris this September, with The Telegraph
reporting UEFA President Gianni Infantino speaking
positively of the new system. “We turned a new page in
football’s history book,”, though cautiously suggesting
““We must use it in a way that does not have a negative
impact on the flow of the game and the game itself.”
Referee that evening, Bjorn Kuipers also spoke
positively of the new system stating

“The players again accepted (the decisions)
immediately. This trust by the players gave me
a lot of confidence.”

However since September, the systems use has not been
without controversy. The Guardian reported on it’s
first major impact during it’s first use during a
competitive top-tier match in a Dutch Cup fixture
between Ajax and Willem II. Willem II’s Anouar Kali was
sent off after 60 minutes when his on field yellow card
was overturned into a red card on review by the video
referee, helping to turn the tide to an 5-0 Ajax win.
Though the decision was accepted by players, it left
the crowd confused as to proceedings as explained by
referee of the evening Pol van Boekel. “We do hope that
there will be some communication for the public in the
future, they have a right to it,”.

A photo posted by AXIWI (@axiwi_international) on Sep
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*Trial in the Dutch Cup.
The systems use in it’s first FIFA sanctioned
tournament this week, has turned out to be a catalyst
for controversy around the system. As reported by Sky
Sports, the semi-final between Atletico Nacional (COL)
and Kashima Antlers (JAP) featured the system being
tested as a trip by Orlando Berrio on Daigo Nishi in
the penalty are was not spotted by referee Viktor
Kassai on the field. Following a delay of some three
minutes during a throw-in, the referee was alerted to
the incident by the video referee and pulled play back
to award the spot-kick causing confusion, particularly
among Athletico Nacional players and their captain
Alexis Henriquez saying “I don’t understand it because
Kashima’s players didn’t argue and carried on
playing.” Henriquez continued,
*Kassai awards landmark penalty

“That’s what surprised me the most. The
decision killed us, it was a huge blow. It
took the referee two minutes to come to that
conclusion.” going on to say “I don’t know if
this system will work. It’s going to be a
complicated issue in the future. The
technology takes away the essence of
football.”

Things went a little more smoothly in the Final between
Real Madrid and Kashima Antlers, notably the video
referee confirming a disallowed Ronaldo goal for
offside, FIFA president still admitted that there were
‘teething problems’ to overcome, according to Goal.com.

“Of course there are learnings, of course
there are a few topics that we have to look
into and discuss in more detail, but the
result is extremely positive,”
So despite it’s rocky start to life as a tool for
referees, it seems as though only time will tell if be
a welcomed additional to the game, much like referee
marking spray, or be a continued source for debate as
has been the case for the “Additional Assistant
Referee”. As for video referees, the debate is sure to
grow as the system becomes more widespead in the game
into the future.

NORBERT MEIER : COACH PROFILE
Following a decorated playing career, playing under
mentor Otto Rehhagel at Weder Bremen, the transition
from playing to coaching seem inevitable for Norbert
Meier.
Meier enjoyed great success as a player in the 1980’s
as a fixture of great Werder Bremen sides under the
guidance of Otto Rehhagel. Come the beginning of the
90’s, Meier was to retire from playing professional
football to also try his hand at coaching. Having hung
up his boots, Meier set about perusing a career in
management which would at times be filled with drama
and excitement through all manner of levels in German
football.
First Bundesliga Experience? – Move to Duisburg –
Later-Bielefeld/Darmstadt
Transition to Coaching
Meier first made the transition having finished his
playing career at Borussia Möchengladbach in 1993, he
took up a position coaching in the ‘Gladbach youth
setup. Cutting his teeth in coaching with the Borussia
Möchengladbach youth (A-Jugend,u-19) side from the
92/93 season onwards, Meier continued to show his
leadership skills off the pitch that he had previously
shown on it. Speaking of the transition from playing to
coaching, Meier would later say. “It was certainly
clear at some point that I would like to stay in
football, as I had too many beautiful moments in my
playing days. So over time I tried to complete my
coaching badges”
He was to spend four years coaching the u-19 side, and
though his first role in coaching, he immediately
adapted to the transition from playing to coaching
well. In his first season he hit the ground running by
leading his ‘Gladbach side to third in the table. To
prove this was not a one season fluke, in the 1993/94
season he improved ‘Gladbach’s position one better to
second place in the league, seven points back but only
missing out to a Bayer Uerdingen side who would make it
to the semi-finals of the national championship. Though
1994/95 season would see ‘Gladbach slip to third in the
table, the gap to again champions Uerdingen was cut to
only two points.

A photo posted by Fussball ⚽ (@fussball_buli) on Dec 5,
2016 at 7:39am PST

Meier also increased the sides goal tally year on year
as ‘Gladbach would finish the season as comfortably top
scorers in the league with 90 goals as the side adopted
an energetic attacking style in the mould of what Meier
himself showed in his playing career. His time with the
u-19 side culminated in winning their Niederrhein
league in the 1995/96 season by 14 points from
Uerdingen, conceding a mere 11 goals in the campaign,
half the total of the next best defense in the league
which qualified them for the national finals. However
here they were to lose to western rivals Borussia
Dortmund, with a 1-1 draw in the second leg not enough
to overturn a 2-1 first leg home defeat, to bow out of
the competition at the quarter final stage.
This relative success earned Meier a promotion to take
charge of Borussia Möchengladbach II, the u-23 reserve
side of the Bundesliga outfit. His first season in
charge brought immediate success, winning the 1996/97
5th tier Verbandsliga Niederrhein in impressive fashion
by finishing five points clear at the top, while also
scoring the most goals and having the second best
defense in the league. By this time Meier was beginning
to recognise the physical demands on coaching that he
thought he’d left behind in his playing days. “As a
player it is mainly physical activity, but as a coach
you are also flat following a day on the training
ground, I am moving around all the time out there”.
Aside from his physical attributes, it was now his
coaching ability that was beginning to show real
promise.
This was ‘Gladbach-II’s first promotion and league
title success since winning the 1979/80 6th tier
Landesliga Niederrhein (group 2), some 17 years
earlier. Their league victory success was backed up by
adding victory in the regional Niederrhein Cup with a
5-4 victory on penalties over Rot-Weiß Oberhausen. This
cup victory had the added bonus of qualifying the side
for the following season’s German cup.
Not content with merely establishing their presence at
the 4th tier Oberliga level, Meier set about making
‘Gladbach II as competitive as possible by playing
pragmatic but effective football. This tactic would pay
dividends as Meier’s side finished in an exceptional

fourth place in the table, their first season at the
Oberliga level. Meier also made his coaching debut in
the DFB Pokal giving Bundesliga side Stuttgart a real
scare before succumbing to a respectable 1-0 defeat.
Though the sides scoring rate remained respectable
throughout the season, their impressive form was built
on the back of a solid well organized defense, one that
only conceded 23 goals throughout the league season
which was only bettered by champions Leverkusen II and
was seven better than any other side in the league.
This newfound measured approach to a playing style for
his sides marked a sharp contrast to the style in which
Meier had himself played in his heyday with Werder
Bremen where he was known as a dynamic and spectacular
dribbler and all round eye catching offensive presence.
However Meier would have to miss a large part of the
reserve side’s campaign as he was called up for more
important duty by the club. With the Borussia
Möchengladbach senior side struggling in the
Bundesliga, Hannes Bongartz was removed as head coach
leaving a vacancy that Norbert Meier was asked to fill
with ‘Gladbach in a precarious position, being kept out
of the relegation zone only by goal difference.
First Bundesliga Experience

His first experience in charge of a Bundesliga club was
a relative struggle for the not yet 40 year old coach.
In his 11 games in charge he recorded just two wins
before being moved aside for Friedel Rausch to take
over with ‘Gladbach three points from safety to
conclude the record shortest reign of a ‘Gladbach coach
in the Bundesliga. However they would eventually avoid
relegation on goal difference from Karlsruhe come
seasons end, somewhat helped by Meier’s final win in
charge, a 5-2 win away to Karlsruhe.
Meier returned to take charge of the of the reserve
side for the 1998/99 season in what would be a
relatively turbulent season compared to the stability
that the side experienced in the previous season.
Despite coming out of the blocks quickly, rising as
high as second in the early going, ‘Gladbach
experienced a serious slump in form which left them
briefly teetering on the edge of the relegation zone
before a turnaround sparked by back to back mid season
high scoring 4-0 and 5-0 wins over SuS 09 Dinslaken and
Fortuna Düsseldorf ‘II’ respectively to help eventually
finish a comfortable seventh.
The 1999/00 season would mark the high point of where
Meier would take his ‘Gladbach II side. They narrowly
missed out on another cup success with a great run to
the final of the Niederrhein Pokal, before losing a
closely fought 1-0 loss after extra time to Wuppertaler
SV. They would also have an impressive league campaign,
ultimately finishing third behind the champions, the
aforementioned Wuppertaler, and just two points away
from Preußen Köln in second.
The standout result of that league campaign was a
remarkable 11-0 win at home to Germania Teveren with
Andriy Voronin scoring five. Voronin, who would come to
be the top scorer in the Bundesliga in 2002/03, was a
player who Meier had favored since taking charge of the
reserve side such that he gave Voronin his first team
Bundesliga games when Meier was briefly in charge of
the senior side. However Voronin was to leave for Mainz
at the end of the 1999/00 season as the side’s top
scorer.
Without Voronin’s goals ‘Gladbach struggled for form,
though the pattern of the season bared similarities to

previous seasons. Starting with an opening day win, a
slump in form occurred which they began to recover from
by mid season to eventually finish in comfortable midtable eighth place. With the side having slipped into a
familiar pattern of league finishes, Meier was to
depart at the end of the season to pastures new. His
final victory as ‘Gladbach II coach came on the
penultimate game of the season in a 6-0 victory at home
to TSC Euskirchen. His final game as coach was to be a
2-1 loss away to Bayer Leverkusen II, ironic as it was
Leverkusen where Meier would find himself for the
following season to join their youth coaching setup.
Having been with Borussia Möchengladbach since joining
the club as a player at the beginning of 1990, Meier
had spent over eleven years at the club as both a
player and coach of the u-19, reserve and senior sides.
As such it was quite a change of scenery for Meier when
he accepted an offer to take over as coach of the Bayer
Leverkusen B-Jugend (u-17) side for the 2001/02 BJugend Regionalliga West season. In this first season
Meier was able to rely on his previous experience in
youth coaching to bring good performances from his new
side, beginning with a 3-0 opening day victory against
FC Koln (u-17).
Meier was able to produce consistent good results from
his side throughout the season to finally finish a
satisfactory fourth in the league. As was becoming
Meier’s trademark, the solid defensive setup employed
by Meier would leave his side with a total of 27 goals
conceded, a number bettered only by league champions
Schalke 04 (u-17). This was helped in no small part to
the presence in the side of future German National
goalkeeper René Adler, who was learning his trade in
the Leverkusen youth ranks along with Fabian Hergesell
who would later play under Meier at Fortuna Düsseldorf.
Building on this promising start, the 2002/03 season
promised to be even better as Meier’s side topped the
table in the early weeks of the season before briefly
returning to the top after game-week nine. The side
entered the Christmas break in a very competitive
second place in the table; however this was when Meier
was to leave the club having been tempted by an offer
to return to senior management as an opportunity at MSV
Duisburg became available. Without Meier, the
Leverkusen u-17 side ultimately finished second in the
league to qualify for the national finals, where after
beating Hannover they were defeated by eventual
champions Hertha Berlin in the semi-finals, with a side
still very much in the mould of Meier.
Move to Duisburg

Taking the role of coach at Duisburg was to be Meier’s
big break in the world of professional management.
Meier had missed the opportunity to coach against
Duisburg during his brief stint in the Bundesliga in
1998 as he was released just two weeks before the due
fixture. That season Duisburg, in contrast to Meier’s
Möchengladbach side were riding high as they finished
eighth in the league, finished runners up in the cup
and had qualified for European football.
However since then, they had endured a disastrous
Bundesliga campaign in 1999/2000 where they finished 16
points away from safety to see them relegated to the
2.Bundesliga. The situation saw Duisburg use seven full
time and interim coaches in a three year time frame
between early 2000 and early 2003 in an attempt to stop
the slide and win back promotion to the Bundesliga.
This presented a challenging set of circumstances and

requirements to take on when were presented as the new
coach in January 2003.
Meier’s first half season at Duisburg was a period of
becoming familiar with the club and assessing what was
needed for the club to return back to the top flight.
Meier took over with the club settled in mid-table in a
situation that the club would find themselves in come
seasons end, ultimately finishing 8th following a run
of inconsistent results.
In his first off season Meier immediately set about a
making a raft of changes to build what he believed
would be a side that could challenge for promotion.
However in his first full season, his Duisburg only saw
minor improvement at Duisburg gained a mere two extra
points which was enough for a move to seventh in the
league, the main positive being an improvement to a
positive goal difference of +6 by.
There was a breakthrough in following season where a
major improvement saw Duisburg win promotion back to
the Bundesliga, impressively finishing in second place.
Their return to the Bundesliga would be short lived as
would Meier’s future at the club. Duisburg struggled to
make the leap in standard to the Bundesliga, though it
would be on incident in particular that would spell the
end for Meier with his time in charge.
During a crucial bottom of the table clash with FC
Koln, Meier became involved in an altercation with Koln
player Albert Streit. Both stood head to head on the
touchline when, after Meier made contact with a minor
head butt, both players suddenly fell to the ground.
For his actions Meier left Duisburg on December 8th and
was subsequently banned on December 15th for three
months by the German FA.
Some in the league felt the punishment was too harsh
and came to defend Meier including FC Bayern coach
Felix Magath who spoke highly of Meier’s character. “I
do not know whether any sanction will be truly
proportionate. We need a new scale. Norbert Meier is a
nice guy, he does not deserve this. In the aftermath
Duisburg would finish the season bottom of the table
while Meier would look to pastures new, this time with
a new perspective on his career and on winning. “That
was with no ifs and buts, the darkest hour of my
football experience. But I’ve learned a lot from it, I
still want to win, but not at any price”.
Despite the controversy around the incident, Meier has
since been able to look back at it with a sense of his
typical dry humour saying that if he was invited to
ride on a float at the local carnival, he would “dress
up as a soldier with a bloody bandage around his head”.
This positive response has held him in good stead as
his career progressed. Upon signing later for
Düsseldorf, Wolf Werner remarked that Meier “arrived
with good vitality, carrying the taint of Duisburg
well” This is the mark of a man committed to not making
one incident mark his career but rather his successes
in the game.
Meier was unable to secure a position at a new club in
time for the start of the 2006/07 season. However he
would not have to wait too long after as by week seven
of the season, Dynamo Dresden’s coach Peter Pacult was
tempted away to coach his hometown club Rapid Vienna.
Pacult had joined the club midway through the previous
season in an ultimately unsuccessful effort to keep
Dresden in the 2.Bundesliga. Pacult made an impressive
start to the season with his seven games in charge
however the chance to return to Vienna to coach was too
tempting to turn down which opened the door for Meier

to take the reins at the club.
Although Meier’s tenure at Dresden would ultimately be
disappointing, it had started on a positive note which
promised much for his future at the club. In his first
game in charge as coach, Dresden won 2-1 at home to
Magdeburg with a Vorbeck brace to put the Saxony side
top of the Regionalliga Nord table. However, their
impressive start to the season would not continue as
results began to become more inconsistent, in
particular a run either side of the winter break of one
win from six games which dented their promotion
challenge.
Dresden entered December sitting a single point away
from top spot in the table. However following their
relatively baron period, only highlighted by a win
against Meier’s former ‘Gladbach II side, Dresden would
sit in seventh place by the end of February, now just a
single point ahead of 12th place in a closely contested
season. Despite showing positive signs in the early
running, seventh place would be a serious
disappointment to Dynamo Dresden who had high hopes of
an immediate return to the 2.Bundesliga.
This missed opportunity was given added pressure as the
DFB announced for the following season the creation of
a new national 3.Liga for the 2008/09 season, thus a
poor season would result in Dresden becoming a fourth
tier side. The promotion system for the season saw the
top two sides rise to the 2.Bundesliga with places 3-10
entering the new 3.Liga.
However a poor start to the season which saw Dresden
win just once in their opening five games left the
Saxony side playing catch-up. A brief revival in the
early running saw Dresden move as high as seventh.
However, this was still below the level of progress
that Dynamo had hoped for such that on week ten of the
season, Meier was released by the club following a 2-1
defeat to Kickers Emden which left Dresden in 11th,
outside the crucial 3.Liga places.
Though his time at Dresden can be considered the low
point in Meier’s career, it would serve as the catalyst
as the beginning of the most successful period of his
coaching career. At the midway point in the season,
Fortuna Düsseldorf sacked their coach, the former East
German international Uwe Weidemann who while keeping
the side in the top three places in the league had lost
the confidence of the club director following a run of
two wins from eight.
Success at Dusseldorf

Meier immediately settled into a more successful run of
form with Düsseldorf, just missing out on promotion to
the 2.Bundesliga on the final day of the season,
ultimately finishing in third place. Despite not
achieving promotion, Düsseldorf entered the inaugural
2008/09 3.Liga season among the favorites for
promotion. This was expectation that they duly
delivered on as they narrowly managed to secure a
second place finish which would return the club to the
2.Bundesliga. The deciding game came against the Werder
Bremen II side, which made the occasion very special
for Meier.

“The promotion against Bremen II with
everything attached to them was an absolute
highlight of my career. I have experienced
with Werder and ‘Gladbach much but this was
something special, a unique experience that I
will always remember”.

This was not to be his only great success with the
club.
This promotion was achieved mainly through an end of
season run which saw Meier’s side lose just one of
their final eleven games to narrowly clinch second
spot. This first win of this run came away to Bayern
München II with a last minute winner which kept
Düsseldorf within three points of the automatic
promotion places. The successful promotion and the good
run of form shown allowed Meier to have a rare relaxed
off season before the start of their return to the
2.Bundesliga. “My wife and I spent two weeks in Spain.
For the first time in years, I have managed to read a
585 page book from cover to cover”. However club
business was still a priority. “There was constant
contact. I was not always on the phone but spoke on
agreed upon times”. Aside from reading, Meier also
enjoys listening to music with favorite groups ranging
from Supertramp to local Hamburg duo The Disco Boys.
Their first season back in the 2.Bundesliga almost
brought back to back promotions as Düsseldorf just
missed out on a place in the top flight by finishing in
fourth place, a remarkable achievement in their first
season back in the second tier. All the more remarkable
was their home form as they finished the season as the
only club in the three professional league to go
undefeated at home throughout the entire season. This
exemplified a new, more pragmatic approach that Meier
was taking to the game. “We are certainly not playing
nonstop attacking football because we don’t necessarily
have to win every game. The team is to fight for every
ball and give it their best”. This was exemplified by a
defensive record that was only bettered by league
champions FC Kaiserslautern.
Despite seeming to have acquitted them to playing at a
higher league quite well, the following 2010/11 season
would provide a harsh dose of reality for Meier and his
squad. Despite harboring aspirations of again
challenging for promotion, these hopes were quickly
dashed as the league season began. Düsseldorf proceeded
to lose their first six games of the season to leave
them bottom of the table with no points, some thirteen
away from the promotion places though Meier’s attention
had shifted to avoiding a relegation battle.
Meier was able to rally his troops to finish in what
eventually turned out to be a highly satisfying seventh
place finish, which although fell well short of
preseason expectations was enough to secure the boards
backing of their coach. This came on the back of Meier
displaying his ability to come through adversity which
included not winning a game until a hard fought 3-2
away win at Osnabruck in October, this in itself came
on the back of six losses. Düsseldorf would go from
here to only lose six games between November and the
end of the season, the high point being a league best
6-0 home win to FSV Frankfurt at the end of January.
This stark turnaround in form would provide the
catalyst for success at Düsseldorf as in the 2011/2012
season they won promotion via the playoffs to make a
return to the Bundesliga for the first time since the
1996/97 season, having dropped as low as the forth tier
Oberliga in the intervening years. This was also to be
Meier’s third spell coaching in the Bundesliga
following his brief tenure at Möchengladbach and his
first since his eventful short spell in the league with
Duisburg in 2005.
The season would prove to be a cliffhanger as
Düsseldorf would finish the season ahead of St. Pauli

in third place despite being level on points, but with
goal difference coming into the equation to leave
Düsseldorf in the promotion playoff spot. The final day
of the season was fraught with tension as Düsseldorf
met Meier’s old side Duisburg knowing a win would
guarantee promotion, a loss would hand the advantage to
St.Pauli while a draw would leave goal difference to
decide the final placings.
Despite St.Pauli winning 5-0, Düsseldorf’s 2-2 with
Duisburg was enough to see them clinch the promotion
playoff spot, setting up an emotional tie against
Hertha Berlin coached by Meier’s former coach at Werder
Bremen, Otto Rehhagel. Although the two did not always
see eye to eye in Bremen, Meier notes a similarity
between Rehhagel who described himself as a ‘democratic
dictator ‘while Meier see himself as more of a
‘diplomatic dictator’.
Having played under Rehhagel for many years, the style
of play had left a mark on Meier. However Meier is
aware of the different demands on a modern coach that
he now faces.”Communication is important. The days when
you can just slap are over. The guys need constructive
support. The point is to identify ways that lead to
improvement”. It is not just the performance on the
pitch that Meier is concerned about, but also the
mentality of his players. “The troops must be convinced
of me and that I can return their faith. Of course good
order and discipline on and off the pitch must be there
Just because you earn the recognition of others, you
still have to manage things like social behavior off
the pitch”. However you cannot work on all
fronts”. However Meier did once quip to the media that
he makes sure to sing a lullaby to each of his players
to help the rest before a game.
In the battle of master versus student, the stage was
set for one of the most intensely charged atmospheres
as Meier’s Düsseldorf travelled to the capital to face
the city’s top side Hertha Berlin in the first game of
what would become one of the most controversial two
legged affairs in recent seasons. The first leg was
edged by Meier’s Düsseldorf side 2-1 in a very closely
contested affair, though there was a small crowd
disturbance with regards to flairs being set off in a
small section of the Düsseldorf Crowd.
Crowd disturbances would go on to dominate discussions
about the second leg result. Düsseldorf took a two goal
lead on aggregate after 59 minutes which prompted a
barrage of flares to be thrown onto the pitch. This
heralded Meier’s third term as a coach in the
Bundesliga though he felt that some of the shine was
taken off the achievement by the aftermath of the playoff games. “Getting promoted usually causes a euphoria
which lasts for several days and one has to experience
this euphoria to understand the implications of getting
promoted. All that was lost at the end of the season,
it really was a pity especially if you consider all
those years that Fortuna has spent outside the
Bundesliga in recent years”
However following the euphoria of promotion in the
previous season, the 2012/13 season would end in
disappointment. Meier was clear on his goals about what
was to be achieved on the sides return to the
Bundesliga. When quizzed if avoiding relegation was his
only target for the season, Meier responded “There is
nothing else to it. It is all about how success is
defined. Success is something entirely different to us
than Borussia Dortmund or Bayern München”. Ultimately
this is how his season would be judged by club

directors. In an attempt to help boost the quality of
squad, Meier made 16 new signings which he defended by
saying “Every player must be an absolute appropriate
replacement.”
Düsseldorf made a promising start to the season, but
would only be able to rack up nine points in the second
half of the season, though Meier was acutely aware how
difficult the return to the Bundesliga would be. “If
you are playing for Düsseldorf then you are supported
by not a few hundred, but thousands of fans. Every
opponent will be full throttle against Düsseldorf which
is a particular challenge. Just because we play in a
great stadium, we are not given points. We have to work
hard from them”
Entering the final day of the season Düsseldorf was
clear of the relegation zone on goal difference.
However a final day loss coupled for wins for
relegation rivals Augsburg and a surprise win for
Hoffenheim over Dortmund left Düsseldorf suffering
direct relegation after just one season in the top
flight. The relegation came in the face of problems in
the dressing room as players spoke out against their
coach with Nando Rafael saying “from Meier I have
learned nothing” while Andrey Voronin added “Meier is
not a Bundesliga coach”. Despite the disappointment of
relegation on the first attempt, Meier always felt he
had the support of the vast majority of his players and
the Fortuna fans. “I had never heard ‘Meier Out’. What
I did get was people saying ‘thank you’. Fortuna’s fans
recognize what I feasible and what is not”.
Despite appearing to be preparing a plan for a
preseason with the club, rumors began to circulate of a
rift between Meier and the board of directors in
Düsseldorf. Despite Meier’s popularity amongst fans and
his apparent desire to continue on as coach, CEO Peter
Frymuth announced a separation by mutual consent just
one week following the relegation. This came as a
surprise to many Düsseldorf supporters, who had set
about organizing a ‘Fortuna says thanks’ t-shirt
campaign. Meier himself is noted for his casual fashion
choice on the sideline “Everyone should wear what the
feel comfortable in, I prefer jeans, shirt, done! That
said I know what suits me!”
However sporting director Wolf Werner did acknowledge
the impact that Meier had on the club during his tenure
there. “We have played with Norbert Meier a successful
path from the third division to the Bundesliga. The
sporting rise of Fortuna will therefore remain strongly
associated with his name” Despite the sadness of
leaving the club, Meier still was able to take the
positives from it.

“I have dedicated myself to things for which I
have never had so much time [though] I did not
deliberately wait for a new club. There must
always be something that interests me”

Later career – Bielefeld / Darmnstadt

Upon finishing his time in Düsseldorf, Meier took the
opportunity to pass on coaching offers from as far away
as Turkish Superliga side Besiktas, to take a break
from coaching. Meier though could not keep himself away
from the game from too long as he said “so slowly the
fingers begin to itch again”, such that he took up an
offer in February 2014 to take over the vacant position
at relegation threatened 2.Bundesliga side Arminia
Bielefeld. This was a great task that Meier was all too

aware of. “Normally you have as a coach two months in
the summer [to prepare], but we did not. We have three
days until the first game with me”. Meier’s first game
would be an emotional reunion in a meeting with
Düsseldorf, though this would ultimately end in defeat.
In the remaining two months of the season, Meier saw
Arminia to the temporary safety of a relegation playoff place following a thrilling final day 3-2 win away
to fellow relegation strugglers and Meier’s former side
Dynamo Dresden.
This safety would prove to be only a brief respite as
the rollercoaster would continue with a two legged
relegation play-off with 3.Liga side SV Darmstadt. A
3-1 first leg away win was overturned in dramatic
fashion in Bielefeld as Darmstadt leveled the tie with
a reverse score line to make it 4-4 on aggregate and
force extra time. Despite Bielefeld taking the lead in
extra time, Darmstadt, long since looking the better
side scored a stoppage time equalizer to lead on away
goals. Bielefeld would muster one final attack, hitting
the post in the process but it was to be not enough as
Darmstadt were victorious leaving Meier to face his
second successive relegation as Arminia fell to the
3.Liga for the 2014/15 season.
However in the off season Arminia showed faith in their
new appointment by sticking with Meier for the
following 3.Liga season. Despite somewhat of a
relegation hangover in the early season which included
a 5-1 loss at home to Hallescher FC, Meier has steadied
the ship at Arminia with the side at the time of
writing within sight of the top of the table. This
resulted in a successful return to the 2.Bundesliga for
Arminia where Meier steady progress continued as
Arminia beat the drop to secure provide long awaited
stability in the 2.Bundesliga for the club.
His achievements here were noticed but Bundesliga side
and one time 2/3 liga relegation foe, Darmstadt SV.
However after only three wins from fifteen games in the
first half of the season, including a shock cup exit to
4th tier Astoria Walldorf of the Regionalliga Südwest,
Meier left the club after only half a season in
December 2016.
Looking to the future Meier looks set to continue to be
involved in coaching for the foreseeable future, though
while at Düsseldorf he did give a clue to his long term
future in the game. “I can think of imagining much.
However for me, my job on the sidelines is still great
fun and I am 52 years old, the best coaching age, but
maybe one day I’ll actually desire a change. Our
Fortuna sporting director Wolf Werner I see as being a
good role model”. Meier though is not one who lives too
strongly with regrets of missed opportunities in the
past. “One should always be satisfied with what you
have achieved as there will always be those who achieve
more”.
Throughout the career ups and downs which have taken
him all over the country coaching, Meier is always
firmly aware of his roots. “I lived over 22 years in
the Rhineland but I am always happy to be confronted
with my past. Recently I was listening to WDR because
they had an old teammate from my previous club Voran
Ohe. I could quickly remember that he was left footed,
Of course, he was thrilled!” He is also fond of his
regular visits back to the north of the country. “Home
is something that never leaves you. We always spend
every Christmas with my wife’s family in Geesthacht.
Then we visit my parents. I also still have contact
with my former teammates including Deiter Schlottmann”.

Meier also enjoys now a settled family having reunited
after a brief separation with his long term wife of 31
years Sieglinde with the couple having moved back
together in their home Viersen-Dülken midway between
Düsseldorf and the Dutch border. With Sieglinde, Meier
has two children in a daughter, Laura and a son
Florian. Meier can now also claim to be a grandfather.
“I also have a grandchild that I can see growing and
can notice something new every week. Such a thing is
beautiful”. Having such a grounded life and approach to
it is something which seems to have help Meier cope
with the stresses of modern coaching.
Despite what has been a roller-coaster career in
football so far, Meier remains a football romantic at
heart.

“There are wonderful stories written in
football. The drama of the events can never be
guessed ahead”

NORBERT MEIER : PLAYER PROFILE
Norbert Meier is currently one of the most recognisable
faces active in German
football today. This has come on the back of a
successful playing career most notably as part
of the great Werder Bremen sides of the 1980’s. He has
followed this up with a coaching career which has been
filled a wide range of joy, disappointment and even
occasional controversy. The drama that Meier has been a
part of in recent years and decades has made him an
important part of the fabric of German in recent times.
Meier was born on the 20th of September 1958 in
Reinbek, a suburb to the east of Hamburg living in
the Eichenbusch area of the town. Though born in
Reinbek Meier simply claims to be from the region as a
whole without any particular ties to one area, “Of
course I am a native of Schleswig-Holstein, but in
football I have always had more to do with Hamburg.
Clearly Hamburg was my youth but I feel like a North
German”. His football identity was certainly shaped by
Hamburg and its big clubs. “As a teenager I was in the
[HSV] Volksparkstadion and also at St. Pauli. Both
clubs were always special”. However there can be no
doubt as to how his hometown played a part in shaping
his future to come.
It was in Reinbek that Meier made an early start to his
football career by joining his local side TSV Reinbek’s
youth setup at just six years of age. This is the same
club which counts current German international Max
Kruse among its former youth players. Meier would spend
six years at the club from 1964 to 1970. It was during
these formative years that Meier was influenced by club
legend Jürgen Krienke who had just finished his playing
career and had taken up a role as a youth director at
the club. In 1970 Meier moved to play for the youth

team of FC Voran Ohe though this was only for one year.
In 1971 Meier again moved, this time for what would be
the majority of his teenage years to
Vfl Lohbrügge until 1975. It was at Lohbrügge that his
developing promise and talent attracted the attention
of scouts from St. Pauli where he finished his youth
career.
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Meier would spend two years in the youth ranks of
St.Pauli. The first of these Meier would spend in the
B-jugend u-17 side though he would progress from this
after one season. In the second of these seasons, Meier
was part of the St.Pauli A-jugend u-19 side which won
the Hamburg championship. This success resulted in
qualification for the national playoff series. In the
round of sixteen, St.Pauli played SV Mehring with the
first away leg ending in a 1-1 draw in front of 3,500
spectators. However this is far as they would progress
as St.Pauli were eliminated 12-3 on aggregate by
Schalke in the quarter finals.
Meier’s break into senior football came when he moved
back to the suburbs to play for ASV Bergedorf,
nicknamed ‘The Magpies’ in the summer of 1977 as an 18
year old. This not only meant a step up in quality but
also an increase in expectation excitement as the club
features a strong support base. “”There were always at
least 1,000 spectators. I think every amateur club
today would rub his hands if they had as many
supporters as we did” remembers Meier. Over the course
of a three year stint at the club Meier continued to
develop on the potential he had shown at youth level,
particularly under the guidance of former Hamburg
player Peter Rohrschneide who took charge of the side
in 1979. Meier describes his time in a positive light
saying, “Bergedorf 85 was a wonderful springboard”
acknowledging how important the club was in his
development.

In his first season at ASV Bergedorf in 1977/78
campaign, Meier would quickly experience success as the
side won the 4th tier verbandsliga-Hamburg by a single
point. However the side would miss out in the post
season promotion round to remain at the 4th tier of
German football. The side would just fall short in the
following season, this time missing out on the title by
one point to VFL Stade. The 1979/80 season would be
Meier’s final season at Bergedorf and though
successful, it would end in another near miss for the
club. Bergedorf would finish second in the league two
points behind Hummelsbüttler SV, a side who would win
promotion in the post season promotion playoffs. It was
in these playoffs that Meier would play his final
competitive game for the club.
In the promotion playoffs, Bergedorf were put in NordGruppe A (North group A), a four team group with TuS
Celle, VfR Neumünster and Lüneburger SK. Lüneburger SK
would enter the final game on seven points ahead of
Bergedorf who sat on six, leaving it all to play for in
the final game of the group to be played in Bergedorf.
The Sander Tannen stadium in Bergedorf was packed to
capacity, with over 10,000 spectators in attendance. It
was a fiercely contested game which remained 0-0 until
the final minute, upon which a dash of controversy was
injected into the game.
In the 90th minute, Meier had control of the ball in
the opposition box when he appeared to be fouled by
a Lüneburger defender. The appeal was waved away by the
referee, Hans-Joachim Osmers from Bremen to a chorus of
frantic shouts from the home players and supporters. In
the midst of the chaos, Lüneburg broke quickly to score
a goal on a counter attack through Karsten Wagner to
break Bergedorfer hearts in the final act of the game.
After the final whistle, the referee was left bleeding
during a small riot at the stadium.
It is even believed that even Meier’s father came to
hit the referee with his umbrella during the mêlée,
which the newspaper Bild described as ‘The Football of
Bergedorf’. Referee Osmers would later be famous for
awarding a ‘phantom’ goal to FC Bayern’s Thomas Helmer
vs. Nurnberg in the Bundesliga in 1994 which cause that
game to be replayed, though Bergedorf were to have no
second chance on this occasion. Despite the
disappointment of missing promotion, Meier himself had
been a highlight of the side throughout the season with
a number of excellent displays.
These good performances led to some of Germany’s top
clubs taking an interest in Meier, firstly with a
week’s trial with Hamburg in 1980. Though Meier was not
kept on afterwards, he is aware of the stage of his
career he was in at that point. “There is no resentment
on my part. Let’s not forget: The HSV was then a club
that has set standards. I was never angry, this was a
team that later won the European cup”. Speaking on why
so many players from the local area did not eventually
play for Hamburg like himself, Meier said “If you want
to look positively, you can call it coincidence. Maybe
clubs don’t look so closely on their own front door”.
Following this, further interest in Meier came from
Rudi Assauer, the then general manager at Werder
Bremen. Assauer gave Meier the opportunity of having a
trial with Werder though things did not always go as

Meier had wished. Meier remembers despite scoring two
own goals in a training game “but I have also made
three!”, as Meier was finding his feet at the higher
level.
Bundesliga Debut

Despite the eventful trials it was Werder Bremen, then
of the 2.Bundesliga Nord which signed Meier to his
first professional contract in the summer of 1980. His
debut came in a pre-season intertoto game against
Lillestrom where he scored in a 2-1 win. In the league,
Meier adapted to the step up to professional football
scoring an impressive 16 goals in 39 appearances. This
helped Werder return to the Bundesliga by winning the
league, 3 points clear of Braunschweig in what was the
final season of the regional 2.Bundesliga format.
His coach in this first season in Bremen was Kuno
Klötzer who had just three years previously led Hamburg
to the Uefa Cup Winners Cup. However Klötzer was forced
to leave his position before the end of the season due
to injuries sustained in a car accident, though he
would coach again with Duisburg the following season.
His replacement proved crucial in the development of
both Werder and Meier as Otto Rehhagel, who was to
become legendary at the club took over for the
remaining games of the season following a previous
brief stint in charge with Bremen in 1976.
It was all change for Meier in 1981/82 including a step
up standard to the Bundesliga and a change in coach as
Rehhagel took charge of his first full season at the
club. The club and Meier defied expectations by
achieving immediate success in the top flight as Werder
finished 5th, a mere six points away from the title but
good enough to qualify for the Uefa Cup. This was a
campaign, which was highlighted by wins against FC
Bayern München and eventual champion Hamburg.
This was also the season where Meier as part of three
appearances for the Germany ‘B’ team, would first
represent his country. His debut for the side came in
September 1981 in a B International against Poland at
Czestochowa, winning 1-0 in a game that would feature
future teammates in the German senior side such as
Lothar Matthaus. Later that month he would again play
90 minutes as Germany ‘B’ would win 1-0 away against
the full senior side of Luxembourg in a venue he would
have notable personal success later for the senior
side. His final B team appearance came in mid February
of the following year in a substitute appearance in a
1-0 win in Mannaheim against Portugal ‘B’. Having
adapted well to the international setup, his next
appearance in national team colours would be for the
senior side later that year.
However there were occasional teething troubles during
this season, most notably a record 9-2 league defeated
for Werder coming against Eintracht Frankfurt. Meier
had put Werder 1-0 in the game but the flood of goals
that came against them proved to be a harsh but
important lesson in the development of the team as a
consistently competitive top-flight side. However on a
personal level, Meier adapted quickly to this higher
level of football by continuing his great form from the
previous season by scoring 15 goals in his maiden
Bundesliga campaign, equal 8th overall in the scoring
charts.

In the following 82/83 league campaign, Bremen missed
out on completing their stunning rise back to the top
of German football as they missed out on the title on
goal difference to that season’s European cup winner
Hamburg. The highlight of this league campaign would be
a club record victory in an 8-1 defeat of Kickers
Offenbach. It was another high scoring result in a 7-2
win against Sturm Graz in the pre-season intertoto cup,
where Meier scored twice, helping Werder to win their
division in the competition. This provided the launch
pad for this season of great personal achievement for
Meier.
Meier’s first major European game came in a Uefa Cup
first round tie against East German side FC Vorwärts
Frankfurt. Here he scored his first goal in a major
European competition, opening the scoring away in the
first leg of tie to ultimately help Werder advance on
away goals. In the second round rout 8-2 of IK Brage of
Sweden, Meier again opened the scoring in the first leg
and also added two in the second away leg. This was
however as far as this side would go in their first
taste of European competition. They were eliminated 3-2
by Dundee United in the third round despite Meier again
getting on the score sheet in the first leg to finish
as Werder’s top scorer in Europe that season with five
goals.
International Breakthrough

This impressive club form was good enough to earn Meier
a call up to the full national side, with his debut
coming with a start in a Friendly against England at
Wembley in October of 1982 where Meier played 68
minutes in a 2-1 win. This was followed up by a first
competitive appearance in March of 1983 away to
Albania, again in a 2-1 victory helping West Germany
qualify for Euro 84. In June 1983 Meier scored his only
goals at international level, scoring two in a 4-2 win
against Yugoslavia in a summer friendly. The game,
played in Luxembourg as part of their federation’s
75th anniversary celebrations saw Meier hit two
impressive left-footed strikes from outside the box,
one each into each top corner, typical of Meier’s
spectacular style to put his side 2-0 up.
Having reached the top level of football by making his
international debut, a friendly in January 1983 would
also reconnect Meier to his roots in the game. Meier
would travel with his Werder Bremen side to play in a
friendly game with his home town side and the side
where he started in youth football, TSV Reinbek. Some
2,300 people crowded into Reinbek’s modest Paul Luckow
station to watch the local minnows take on the
Bundesliga side. Meier played a full 90 minutes and
although not managing to get a sentimental goal
himself, Werder would win out 2-0 over a very spirited
display from Reinbek with goals from Rudi Völler and
Wolfgang Sidka in the first half. This homecoming was
an example of how far Meier had come in his still young
career.
Meier had marked himself out as one of the top players
in German football on the pitch, known for his
energetic performances and as “one of those players for
which you would pay the entrance fee”. Off the pitch
Meier was beginning to enjoy the lifestyle of a
footballer, perhaps on occasion too much so. A story

emerged from this time, which rumored that Meier and
club mate Jonny Otten had one night amounted a bill at
a Gentleman’s club which they could not pay off, so
they called their club manager Willi Lemke for help.
Lemke agreed to pay the dept providing both players
would sign a less costly contract extension that would
save Werder money, with allegedly both players
obliging.
In the league during the 1983/84 season Meier was again
amongst the goals, scoring 14 times, though this effort
could only help Werder to 5th in the Bundesliga table.
The high point for Meier in his club form was a run to
the semi-final of the West German cup where Meier
scored in albeit losing effort after extra time to
Borussia Mönchengladbach . Despite a modestly
successful season at club level for Meier, 1984 marked
the high point of his National team career. With
Germany qualifying for Euro 84, Meier was called into
the West German squad for the finals tournament in
France.
Having been left out of the surprise 0-0 draw with
Portugal, Meier was brought in for the second group
game against Romania where he provide an assist to club
mate Rudi Völler for the opening goal in a 2-1 win. In
the final group game Meier was subbed off after an hour
with a yellow card but with Germany looking the
stronger side and temporarily sitting top of their
group, needing only a draw to progress. However an
81st minute goal for Portugal in the other group game
and a dramatic 90th minute headed goal for Spain put
both Iberian countries though and sent West Germany
home.
The following three seasons brought a serious of near
misses rather than success for Meier. In the 1984/85
season Werder finished second in the Bundesliga, four
points away from champions Bayern München. Meier could
only manage half of his previous season’s goal tally
with 7 goals, though this did include his only career
hat-trick coming in game day three in a 6-2 win over
Koln. In the 1985/86 season Werder again missed out on
the league title, as in 82/83 by a matter of goal
difference this time to FC Bayern.
For the national side, 1985 saw Meier make his final
appearance for West Germany in his only World cup
qualification match though this ended in a 1-0 defeat
to Portugal, drawing to an end his International
career. With Franz Beckenbauer taking charge of the
national side, Meier missed out on the 1986 World cup
as increasing limited game time at Bremen proved
costly. Beckenbauer spoke of Meier at this time “Meier
is in a super form, but he just plays too rare.” The
1986/87 season was a relatively unsuccessful season, as
Werder finished 5th in the league, some 13 points away
from repeat champions FC Bayern but this only proved to
be the calm before the storm.
In the 1987/88 season Werder Bremen were Bundesliga
champions. Norbert Meier had earned his first major
success as a player to add to previous success in the
2.Bundesliga and Intertoto cup. Werder finished four
points clear at the top of the table finally edging out
FC Bayern to the title. This was the culmination of
Werder’s climb back to the pinnacle of German football
from when Meier had joined a then 2.Bundesliga Werder

side seven years previously.
Aside from Meier, coach Otto Rehhagel remained from
that 2.Bundesliga winning side along with fellow
players Jonny Otten and Thomas Schaaf with Benno
Möhlmann and goalkeeper Dieter Burdenski briefly
featuring in the Bundesliga winning side. Meier was an
important contributor as ever with his usual quality
but also the side’s third top scorer behind the two
main strikers, by notching up seven goals from midfield
in the league. Though this title made up for the near
misses in the past, according to Meier there was a
sense in the squad that this side had the quality to
have won more. “With the championship in 1988, the
misses were forgotten. Although we already said now and
then to each other: We could be two times German
Champion now!”
Following this league success, Meier was only to have
one more full season at Werder in 1988/89, which was a
season that was to provide further landmarks in Meier’s
career. The season began with Meier coming on as a half
time substitute for his only DFB Supercup appearance to
help in a 2-0 win against Eintracht Frankfurt,
collecting what would be his final silverware as a
player. It would also be his only campaign in the
European Cup where he made four appearances. He provide
two assists in the first round tie against Dynamo
Berlin in a 5-0 win as Werder overturned a 3 goal first
leg deficit. His final appearance in the competition
came at the San Siro as Werder were eliminated 1-0 in
the quarterfinals to Sacchi’s great AC Milan side who
would eventually win that season’s competition.
Further domestic success eluded Meier as a third place
league finish added to cup final defeat as Werder lost
4-1 to Borussia Dortmund. Meier had made two
appearances in the Cup run to the final though Meier
himself missed out on the final through injury and was
forced to be an onlooker for the game. “When Werder was
in the final, I had an Achilles tendon injury which
needed surgery”. Though disappointed to miss out, holds
no resentment in what would form part of Meier’s future
attitude to the unpredictable nature of the cup saying
“

“These games, in which you cannot make amends
have their own special charm”. Meier was to
not achieve cup success during his time as a
player.

Meier would only play a limited role at Werder the
following 1989/90 season until he made a mid-season
transfer away from the club. Meier’s playing time had
been gradually reducing in the previous seasons, ending
with him only managing seven appearances from fourteen
games in his final half season at the club. His final
goal for the club came in a season high 6-1 win against
Stuttgart bringing his final total to 82 goals for the
club.
With this, Meier transferred away from the club during
the winter break to Borussia Mönchengladbach leaving
Werder in a significantly better position that the
2.Bundesliga side he had joined almost a decade
earlier. “I was [leaving] but I also paved the way for
a glorious time for the Werder team.”, showing that
Meier still had the club close to his heart upon

leaving. He also was respectful of the small influence
from Rehhagel that Meier would later use in his
coaching career, comparing it to like a father and son
relationship raising children

“There are things you take over and things
that you do consciously different”

In contrast to Bremen’s successes, that season
‘Gladbach was a team in turmoil. Having finished the
previous season in sixth position, the found themselves
in a relegation battle. The club went with decisive
action in November of that season and made a coaching
change, bringing in Gerd Vom Bruch to lead the side. It
would be Vom Bruch who would sign Meier on a free
transfer into the side who were struggling, despite it
including future stars such as Stefan Effenberg and
Oliver Bierhoff.
Meier arrived with ’Gladbach sitting bottom of the
Bundesliga table though only two points away from
safety. His debut appearance for his new club was to be
one of mixed emotions as ‘Gladbach ran out 4-0 winners
over his former side Werder, providing the assist for
the second goal in the process. The result lifted his
new side clear of the automatic relegation places. With
the side battling right to the end of the season,
‘Gladbach would eventually finish a single point and
one place clear of the relegation places, preserving
their Bundesliga status.
The league form improved greatly in 1990/91 for
‘Gladbach as they finished in the top half of the table
in a comfortable ninth place. This was despite a shock
exit from the first round of the DFB Cup to third tier
Oberliga Nordrhein side FC Remscheid, though this was a
side which contained players such as Carsten Pröpper
who would later feature in the Bundesliga. Meier would
play 24 times this season in which he would score
twice, the only goals of his ‘Gladbach career. The
second of these and what would be the final goal of his
career came in May as an equalizer in a 1-1 draw with
KFC Uerdingen.
The 1991/92 season would be Meier’s final season as a
player, ending an eleven year career as a profession.
He played thirteen times in this final season, solely
in the first half of the season with only one
90th minute appearance in that time. He also made one
cup appearance, that in a 2-0 quarterfinal win over
Stuttgarter Kickers as part of their journey to the
final against Hannover which they would narrowly lose
on penalties though Meier would miss out. “I was not
there as I was only a standby professional”.
Upon retiring from playing, Meier not only had is
successes at Bremen, he also set a league record of
being substituted 111 times from games, currently
equaled by Mehmet Scholl and Ulf Kirsten. This mainly
occurred at Werder where he would earn the nickname
“Home-Meier” as Meier would often be sacrificed by
Rehhagel in away games for tactical reasons. Meier
himself would later joke that being substituted so
often makes his scoring record all the more impressive.
However, leaving the playing side of the game would be
far from the end of Meier’s involvement in German
football. Having bedded into the setup at Borussia

Möchengladbach, Meier would assume a role at coaching
underage sides at the club. This would prove to be the
springboard for a long and often dramatic career as a
coach, highlighted by two spells in the Bundesliga with
Duisburg and Fortuna Dusseldorf where Meier, once a
great player and student under Rehhagel , was to become
a respected coach in his own right.
Credit to Klaus from ‘f-archiv.de’ and Tim from
Bergedorf85 blog ‘85live.blogspot.com’ for their help
researching this piece.

FOLGORE CAPTURE SAN MARINO TITLE
S.S Folgore/Falciano were able to celebrate this past
weekend as they secured there first championship
victory in fifteen years following an extremely closely
contested league final against Juvenes/Dogana.
Folgore, having struggled through the playoffs heading
into this final perhaps feared the worst when Lorenzo
Gasperoni opened the scoring for Juvenes after 24
minutes, heading in a Mirko Mantovani cross from the
edge of the six yard box somewhat against the run of
play.
As the first half progressed, Folgore continued to
enjoy the better of the chances with keeper Mattia
Manzaroli being called into action from a number of
long range efforts, before watching a Fabio Bollini
effort hitting the Juvenes crossbar after controlling
well from a throw in to the box before unlesing a
rasping effort on the turn which deserved better.
However after 43 minutes, Folgore were rewarded for
their persistence when Francesco Perotta tapped in from
close range after a brief goal-line scramble for his
8th goal of the campaign to deservedly leave the sides
level entering the half time break.
The second half continued in much a similar fashion to
the first with both sides creating many half chances,
though with neither side ever taking control of the tie
as the 1–1 score looked set to remain at the end of 90
minutes, unless one side was given a guilt edge
opportunity to change this.
This opportunity and tipping point of the tie came
after 85 minutes when after a cross across the edge of
the Juvenes box, Nicola Canini dove into a rash tackle
to receive his marching orders for a second bookable
offence, leaving Folgore a man up and free kick in
prime territory. The resulting free kick was well put
away by Manuel Muccini through the Juvenes wall in to
the bottom corner to keeper Manzaroli’s left, leaving
Folgore 2–1 ahead with three minutes remaining.
As Juvenes began to push forward chasing the game, they
left ever increasing gaps at the back, which was
exploited as the clock ticked to 90 minutes as after a
quick interception and break from Folgore, Perotta was
let in between the two centre backs, one on one with
Manzaroli who he calmly beat with a lofted chip over

the stranded keepers head to seal the result and send
the Folgore faithful into raptures. (A celebration for
which Perotta was booked, but certainly didn’t matter
in the grander scheme of things!)
In a touching moment during the celebrations, the
Folgore players wore shirts dedicating their victory to
club Physiotherapist Umberto Allasia who was
hospitalised in Cesena prior to the game. All that was
left was for the team to lift the clubs 4th nation
championship in total to complete the double of league
and maiden cup victories this season.
Now Folgore can look forward to a place in next years
Champions League qualifying following their great
domestic success this season.

